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Carr Family Holiday 

Traditions
By: Jake Carr age 8

Christmas time has a lot of family traditions; from decorating our house 
inside and out for the season. My Mom write cards to many family members 
and friend. One of my favorite family traditions is picking an Angel from the 
tree at church and shopping for the friend. My mom helps me find a child 
who is my age and I usually pick them out something I am asking for, for 
Christmas. Another tradition my family has is setting up the nativity scene 
without baby Jesus and somehow Christmas night Jesus arrives in the stable 
every year. Here is a picture of our nativity and me. 

Overall, Christmas is our family time. The time of year we always are 

thinking of each other. Christmas Eve we go to church and then come home 

and eat pizza. We always talk about how baby Jesus is going to arrive the 

next morning into our manager. 



Our Christmas family tradition is: 

On Christmas Day when we get up 

we pray together and read the 

Gospel regarding the birth of Jesus 

– Matthew 1:18-25 and Luke 1: 1-17. 

After reading the Bible we check 

the presents under the Christmas 

tree and decorate some cookies 

and celebrate Jesus’ birthday. 

Eric  age 10 



Every Thanksgiving night my family sets 

up our Christmas manger on our 

entertainment center. Everyone in the 

family participates in setting up the 

manger, to make sure that we get to be 

involved in this special tradition. We set 

up all of the pieces, except baby Jesus and 

on Christmas Day my dad puts in his bed 

on the manger. The reason we leave baby 

Jesus out of the manger is because Jesus 

was not born until Christmas Day.

Tristin age  8 



Every year we 

make a birthday 

cake for Jesus on 

Christmas. We light 

candles and sing 

Happy Birthday to 

Jesus for dessert.

Gabriela age 7 



Every year since my kids were born they get to pick out a 

new ornament to hang on our tree. This year’s selection is 

below.

We also get a small birthday cake and sing to Jesus. My 

kids are 15 and 9 and still love this tradition. 

Ethan age 15

Morgan age 8



Cecelia age 5 and Lorraine age 7

Beautiful Angels 

Enjoy singing Christmas Carols 

One of their favorites is  

Away in the Manger.

Click on the link to listen! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dt

FBda7fc3o&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtFBda7fc3o&feature=youtu.be


We set up the Nativity set, 

decorate the house, 

decorate the tree,wrap the 

presents and pray to God. 

We also go to Church to 

celebrate the birth of God 

on Christmas morning. 

Evan age 8



Counting the days 

until Jesus comes

Playing and singing Christmas songs together

Baking alfajores for our friends



Kinley age 8



I want to share our family’s Christmas traditions. Actually, all of 
these traditions are new to our family this year. We moved to 
Arizona 2 years ago and since we spend Christmas time away 
from our families, I decided that I needed to start my own 
traditions with my kids. With the help of ideas from church and 
faith formation, we started a Jesse Tree and an advent wreath. 
The kids are enjoying very much these new traditions. They 
look forward to lighting the candles and hanging the ornaments 
on the Jesse tree every night along with a Christmas story. 

This year my mom gifted to me her nativity set which was very 
special to me since it’s the nativity that I grew up with and up 
until this year I didn’t have my own nativity to share with my 
kids. We’re also using the “make advent holly” activity from 
one of the “Good News” activities and we chose one person to 
pray for every night along with our nightly prayers. 

This year we’ll be baking a birthday cake for baby Jesus and 
singing happy birthday to him on Christmas Day. Our family has 
enjoyed adding these traditions along with our other traditions 
of our elf on the shelf and an advent calendar. 

Aleyna, Camila, Carlos, and Isabella

Yvonne



Our family created an 

Advent Wreath using 

our children’s hands. 

We started making a 

soft bed for Jesus with 

our Acts of Kindness

Jude age 9  and Avin age 6



We have several traditions we do for Christmas at our 

house. We have an advent calendar we follow and in 

religion two years ago I made an Advent wreath with 

candles with little removable flames that we do. We 

make a lot of different Christmas cookies and decorate 

a Gingerbread house. We also pick a Christmas Angel 

to buy special presents for a child.. this year we had a 

6-year-old boy... we bought him a new bike, helmet, 

and some clothes.

On the Eve of Jesus' birth, being Italian, we have the 

feast of the seven fishes and go to Mass. We also read

"Twas the Night Before Christmas" and "Santa is 

coming to New York.“

On Christmas morning we all say "Happy Birthday 

Jesus" and watch the Mass from Patrick's Cathedral in 

New York City. We also celebrate Epiphany on January 

6th with the Italian tradition of La Befana the Italian 

Christmas witch.

Gia and John 

4th grade and 2nd grade.



Advent Wreath.

Every year we have an Advent Wreath and 

each candle is lit on the four Sundays 

before Christmas. The candles represent 

Hope, Love, Joy and Peace.

We learned that the wreath represents God's 

infinite love for us, and we pray for the people 

on earth so we can leave in peace and 

harmony.

Christmas Book Basket.

On the weekend after Thanksgiving, our 

parents collect all the Christmas books 

that we have around the house and we 

also get some from the public library. 

Every night in December we read one 

book as a family. It is a really nice time 

that we spend together reminding 

ourselves of the true meaning of 

Christmas.

Daniel Leuschner (11)

Natalie Leuschner (9)



Our Christmas Tradition:

We always gather around as a family and 

sing Christmas carols. The year I am 

sending pictures of was a family sing 

along when my cousin were here and my 

Poppa was in a rehab facility. He passed 

away 4 months later, it was a very special 

memory to me.

Blaire Griesel, 3rd Grade



Brody age 9

Brandon age 6 





Gaby LaMontagne

We have many Christmas traditions 

in our family. We watch movies, 

listen to/sing to music and read 

bedtime stories. We also decorate 

our house.

My favorite is watching Christmas 

moveies.



We have had several Christmas traditions through the years, these are the 

four most important ones to us. We create a nativity scene under the tree 

without the presence of the baby Jesus until Christmas Day.

I have always created a new Advent wreath every year, it reflects the 

theme of the house decorations which this year is bright white lights and 

lots of silver and red. 

The key is something that I received years ago from a close friend. It is to 

remind us to let Jesus in, not only in our homes but into our hearts. The 

key will be placed outside the front door on Christmas Eve. 

The last tradition started after 9-11. I wanted to remember all the men and 

women in uniform not just our military but all the patriots and first 

responders. The tree reminds us each year of all of these brave individual 

who fight for our freedom. Thank you for letting me share some of our 

traditions with all of you.

Gracie age 9 

Laurie  



Gracie age 9



Christmas

The birth of Jesus

Christmas is the time when christians celebrate the birth 

of Jesus, and also the time to spend time with your 

family. We as family celebrate Christmas every year, right 

after Thanksgiving, and my mom and dad decorate the 

christmas tree after that we put on are christmas light 

projector at my house the same thing in house to I have 

one in my house, and one outside my house.

Next, we go christmas shopping for presents to give to are 

family when it became christmas, also buy clothes when 

it gets cold and sometimes we even go get hot cocoa for 

the winter; but when christmas eve comes, me and my 

family go to church in midnight, and pray, and talk about 

baby Jesus after church, me, and we open presents at 

home, and spend time with each other. Finally my family, 

and I cut the Christmas cake, and we all ate the cake.

Jeremiah age 10



Our family has an advent calendar that the girls open each day 

leading up to Christmas. We talk about Jesus and the meaning of 

the season. We discuss St. Nicholas, who he was, and what he 

did. It's a fun time for us all.

We also make sweet treats such as toffee, brownies, and 

cookies. We had shared them with family and neighbors, but I 

don't know for certain we will this year. I suppose if they're 

okay with it, we will. 

We also explore the city to see Christmas lights in different 

neighborhoods. I think this year we're going to drive to 

Christmas Wonderland in Scottsdale. 

Emma drew a picture of an Advent calendar and her 

favorite saint, St. Francis of Assisi. She loves animals and 

wants to be a Veterinarian when she grows up.

Emma age 9 

Hannah age 11 



Every year we put up and decorate our tree 

shortly after Thanksgiving. We all participate 

in putting up the ornaments. Our dear friend's 

birthday is on Christmas, so we always have 

dinner with him and his wife on

Christmas ....celebrating Dave and Jesus. We 

say our prayers and are grateful for this time of 

the year. My late Aunt gave me the angel topper 

for our tree...remembering her always...

Aaron age 9 

Jacob age 13 



We started our own Joshua tree years ago. It’s 

still unfinished. But every year someone colors 

a little bit more. We have Ann Voskamp’s

beautiful book for background. To be honest, 

when we started the goal was a finished display 

item. Now it’s just an opportunity to bring 

Christ to mind. If we ever finish it, I think I will 

put a new layer of all the pictures so we can 

start all over again:)

Axel age 13

Chase age 11

Coty age 15

Emmett 11



Daniel age 7 



We use an Advent 

calendar to help count 

down days until the 

birth of Jesus. 

We also take pictures 

as a family in matching 

pajamas.

Aiden age 8  

Chloe age 11





Anthony age 10 

MaKenna

age 11 



Tabby and Tori are doing three things that are traditions in 

our family around Christmas. First, I made an Advent 

calendar that they open nightly. Second, we put up a 

Nativity Scene each year and talk about why we celebrate 

Christmas and what it really means. Third, we have a 

family recipe for fudge so we make (and eat!) some 

together each year!

Tabby age 9  and Tori age 7



The way our family keeps Christ in Christmas is simple and easy 

to understand because our kids are young. One tradition is we 

make a kid friendly nativity scene together every year and display 

it. It’s hands on for them and they get to act out the story of Jesus 

birth. We also let them participate in the lighting of the advent 

candles and talk about the meanings. Lastly, we keep the manger 

on our big nativity scene empty until Christmas Day when Jesus is 

born and in the morning before presents we let the girls put him in 

and sing Happy Birthday to him.

Eliana age 6

Isabella age 9 



Our Lady of 

Guadalupe

Leah age 9 



We bake Christmas cookies and pass them out to our 
neighbors. On Christmas Eve our elf in the shelf leaves the 
family matching PJS for us to wear that night for Christmas 
morning! Christmas morning we open presents and eat baked 
French toast!!! So yummy!

Olivia age 9 and Emmett age 7 



Our Christmas tradition is setting up the Nativity. This 
year we bought the book The First Christmas Night, and 
have enjoyed reading it as a family. We also like watching 
Christmas movies like Small One which is about the 
donkey that carries Mary to Bethlehem to give birth to 
Jesus!

Brynn 7yrs old
Connor 3yrs old



Our Christmas tradition is 

to put the manage out.

We light the Advent 

Wreath at dinner time.

We make cookies and 

give them to our 

neighbors.

Monique - 5th grade



Ben age 6 and Matthew  age 7 

We light our Advent candles and say our 

Advent prayer with the boys taking turns 

blowing them out. We also have an 

Advent calendar that helps them keep 

track of days until Christmas.

The boys love decorating the tree and the 

house with lights and Christmas 

bears. They are super excited when we 

get out their Lil' Tikes Nativity set which 

they keep on their dresser! So much fun 

and anticipation!



Isabella age 9

Elise age 5

Alex  

We help decorate the 

Church and our home. 

We have a nativity. 

We bake treats for family 

and friends.





Our Christmas Tradition is to Annually 

celebrate with our friends, by having a 

Christmas Pajama Party .

Gabriel and Sophia 



Daniela age 11 



This a prayer that boys do on Christmas eve morning in 

Slovakia. I do this prayer every year on Christmas Eve 

morning to my family as a tradition. My dad used to do 

this as a child, as did my grandfather, great grandfather, 

and great-great grandfather. Also, you will often get a 

small amount of money most likely 5 to 10 or baked 

treats. 

Many times the women would be preparing many foods 

for Christmas early in the morning while visiting houses 

to do the Christmas blessing. Some of these foods we 

make around Christmas time also. Things like haluski

(fried cabbage with potato dough balls) and sauerkraut 

(kapusta) soup, and even kiska (blood sausage) for 

breakfast.

Brett doing the 

blessing: https://youtu.be/fb8dEjhnhzY

And link of my dad doing it: https://youtu.be/4sf7srHvyy0

Slovakia

https://youtu.be/fb8dEjhnhzY
https://youtu.be/4sf7srHvyy0


Allyse age 9  and Luke age 6



This is our Promise Calendar. 
During the Advent season each morning the kids will 

wake up to a promise from dad or mom or both- the 

promise is written on a small slip of paper and shares 

what the days promise is!

Jesus was the promised one, the light of the world, the 

Messiah- so this promise is sharing in His love and light. 

The promises we do are-

Going for a bike ride together, going to the duck pond to 

feed the ducks, going for an evening walk together or 

hike, renting a movie on Prime or getting dinner at their 

favorite place, going to their favorite park or driving 

around to look at Christmas lights- I try to make the 

promises more relationship based- time spent together 

rather than material. The kids and I look so forward to 

Advent to share all the moments and fun times and 

memories to share in together!

Reisi age 12, Van age 10, and Quinn age 7



Thank you for sharing 
your Christmas Traditions 


